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Ferdinand de saussure (1857-1913), the father of modern

linguistics, had called attention to the primacy of

oral speech, which underpins all verbal communication

as well as to the persistent, tendency, even among

scholars, to think of writing as the basic form of

language. Writing, he noted, has simultaneously

'usefulness, shortcomings dangers' (1959, pp. 23-4).

Still he thought of writing as a kind of

complement to oral speech, not as a transformer

of verbalization. (Sassure 1959, pp. 23-4)
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We have the term 'literature', which essentially

means 'writings'.... to cover a given body

of written materials— English literature, children's

literature— but no comparably satisfactory

term or concept to refer to a purely

oral heritage, such as the traditional oral

stories, proverbs, ....
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GF SAGE qFell | vfyesaiee 3 AETel e FEE FRA T G
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#R9GAICE (Language is an oral phenomenon) | JOIfG, FEoIfgs,
AFoT Riiaw Ol ST 98 TS [fem Hai-ob! slafee qwe
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Of the some 3000 languages spoken

that exist today only some 78 have

a literature (Edmonson 1971, pp. 323,332).

There is as yet no way to calculate

how many languages have disappeared

or been transmuted into other language

before writing came along. Even

now hundreds of languages in active

use are never written at all : no one

has worked out an effective way to write them.
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It should be obvious by now that
Folk speech is the foundation on
which all language is based.
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(>) N J F27 O (oral language)

() fe1f4® Sl (written language)
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Writing is not language, but merely

a way of recording language by

means of visible marks.
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Without writing, the literal mind

would not and could not think as

it does ,not only when engaged in
writing but normally even when

it is composing its thoughts in

oral form. More than any other

single invention, writing has transformed
human consciousness.
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43 Y& FTopefacel W 77 @RI e @Fle g AReR orE
SJf2TTS 2bfeTs o791l ol Sfees bl 9IS @l 2iwie FCE | G
o Mfee T epEel fifie Yo ORI 7[R wWw 2 | ETEE
foifie o oyfe e '3 #if, R =Nyl s 9 (@
IR Tl FfRcz o =feeis o ezl skeg oRiR ffsee
SIS FIIE IZIe #lige 51 iy fWsflel Fate1 7w @11 ohIE
MR 3fozrr [Rers 5y Figm Fa | & 7 92ee ome s w6i-
ToRRfe Fdiet T o[ e 3o wieefd q@fbe wie cofemm o=




ORE TRl (7 i 91 SRiggfes @, *~ AFE @B T2l 71 [
Afzer e e, Pz foike gare wifzer 3f Afve &)
ferfee o SAfge™ ORI @RE TFe W SRR g
TA—
s | ferfae ol AAfeeR ol Rezy i, Sl =, A @i e
TAMIE s 9Bl =i Tt 2 isseiforae 279 wifod |
3| fofes ol AfeeR o fifie Fvis 92T Siete oIk |
0| fofee Ao ol wigfaTeR SiEeE wige | 3 e
TEMINE Were 2bfere Smez fefRfig @1
8 | foifde ol AlfEeR eFre =71 1o @ R @fi%g | s
CRIFYS fFHT Rl ZeEe 3, Wit I f[abe =@z
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Ong, Walter J, Orality and Literacy. 3rd Edn. Taylor & Francis e-Library,
2005.
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Its purpose was to turn Assam into an agricultural estate of the tea
drinking Britons and to transform local traditional institutions in such a

manner as to suit the colonial pattern of exploitation. (p.2)
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